Since the introduction of crown and bridge work the busy dentist finds his gold drawer gradually filling up with scraps of gold ranging in quality from eighteen to twenty-four carats fine.
The work of refining gold by any of the ordinary processes is not only difficult for the average dentist, but it takes a great deal of time and skill. At first sight one would almost believe that this black, dirty-looking deposit was worthless, and that the gold had been ruined by the refining process. It is only necessary, however, to carefully wash and rinse with clean water to bring the gold plainly into view.
Gather up the fine dust, dry, melt and roll again into any thickness desired. If every detail of the process has been well done the gold will be pure, twenty-four carats fine and as soft as lead.
In remelting and rolling clippings and scraps of twenty and twenty-two carat gold, vvhich has been kept free from all other grades, we naturally expect to work well without any refining; but it does not always do so.
It will sometimes crack under the hammer and act in a fractious and unbecoming manner under the roller.
To make this again ductile and pliable it will only be necessary to place it on a piece of charcoal (first making a cone-shaped depression in it.) And with the blow-pipe melt and boil it till very hot, and while it is still boiling throw on to the molten mass a small piece of crorosive sublimate followed by a little saltpeter. This will clean it up and make it again pliable.?Pacific Medico-Dental Gazette.
